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We believe that regular Bible reading is the most important step we can take to 
grow spiritually. If you need a tool to help you be consistent, check out the options 
at the Resource table in the foyer.  

READING 

PRAYING 
HEARING: 

For Our Mission 
• A church that practices prayer is more than a church that learns; it’s also a church 

that leans. We learn dependence by leaning on God together.  
  -John Onwuchekwa  
 
For Our World    
• Pray for the churches who are helping refugees resettle in Canada. Join us in 

asking God for strong and long-lasting relationships to be built, as well as for 
effectiveness in communicating what it means to be both Canadian and part of 
their new community. Pray for open hearts and opportunities to share the Gos-
pel. 

• From the prayer guide compiled by the Fellowship -                                      
https://www.fellowship.ca/downloads/sb_febv4/November2019.pdf  

For Our Congregation 
• Frank Esseltine would like to thank everyone for their prayers, encouragement, 

and visits while he was in the hospital; 
• Carol McKay has been experiencing dementia-like symptoms for several months.  

A brain scan revealed a mass that needs to be diagnosed further.  She is awaiting 
results from an MRI so that the doctors can decide what to do next; 

• Lloyd Weiss found out from his doctors that his hemoglobin had dropped.  He has 
had a blood and iron transfusion in order to raise the levels to what is needed for 
his kidney transplant.  He must now wait until his hemoglobin reaches the required 
level in order to continue with the transplant; 

•  

This information is intended to help you pray for specific needs in our congregation 
and the world. Updates to prayer requests for individuals will be added as        
information is provided. 

 To gather with God's people in united adoration of the Father 
is as necessary to the Christian life as prayer.   -Martin Luther 

 
Prayer is where the action is.    -John Wesley  

 
Meaningful Membership, Part 2 

Selected Scriptures 
 

Is Membership Biblical? 
 
Argument 1:  New Testament Churches kept lists of people and  
   seemed to know who was on and off the list 

   1 Timothy 5 
 
 
 
Argument 2:  New Testament Churches had the ability to exclude or 
   discipline people who were living contrary to gospel 

   1 Corinthians 5:12: “What business is it of mine to judge 
   those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside?”  

 
 
 
 
Argument 3:  New Testament Church Leaders were responsible for 
   specific Sheep 

   1 Peter 5:1-3 “As a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s        
   sufferings, and a partaker of the glory to be revealed, I appeal 
   to the elders among you: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is 
   among you, watching over them not out of compulsion, but  
   because it is  God’s will; not out of greed, but out of              
   eagerness; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 
   examples to the flock.” 

 
 
 

https://www.fellowship.ca/downloads/sb_febv4/November2019.pdf


Memorizing is one of the best ways of making truth stick. You can memorize something if you 
repeat it enough times. Try reading the verse 5 times a day until it sticks! Choose a part of it 
for your kids if needed.   

REMEMBERING DEEPENING 
To hear today’s message again, or any of our archived sermons, please visit our 
website or subscribe to our iTunes channel.  
For questions, or further discussion, connect with us: 

facebook.com/SummersideChurch 

@SummersideLDN 

office@summersidechurch.ca 

“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

Romans 10:9(NIV) 

It’s one thing to hear God’s Word, it’s another to apply it! Answering the questions 
on your own before your group meets will help you be fully engaged in the 
discussion.  

APPLYING 

Community Group Questions 
 

 
Everyday Disciple: 

1. What opportunities have you had this week to care, serve, or “invite in” 
people from your next door list? What ideas for outreach and service do 
you have for the coming week? 

2. How is your soul this week? How is God meeting you in the spiritual      
disciplines? How can group members be praying for you? 
 
Sunday Sermon: 

1. What comes to mind when you hear the word “submit”? How do you 
think the Bible presents this concept?  

2. Read 1 Peter 5:1-4. What stands out to you from this passage? What is 
interesting or surprising in this section of the bible? 

3. Read Hebrews 13:17. What do you think it would look like to honour, 
learn from, and submit to your leaders in a healthy, biblical way? 
 
Application and Prayer: 

1. Take some time and pray for our church. Pray for the elders/pastors. Pray 
that God would give them wisdom, courage, and understanding about 
how to lead as under shepherds to the Great Shepherd, Jesus. 

2. Take time individually to reflect on your understanding of membership. 
Are you a member? If so, how have you understood it? If not, what is 
holding you back? 

 

 

 

Argument 4:  New Testament Church Members were called to  
   follow specific Leaders 

   Hebrews 13:17:  “Obey your leaders and submit to  
   them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those  
   who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy  
   and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage 
   to you.” 

 
 
 
 
DEFINE: Membership is a commitment whereby a follower of Christ        
submits to a local church for the purpose of care, mission, support, and 
growth. 
 
 
 
 
→  Covenanting with a local church begins with submission to Jesus 
 as Lord 

 Jesus, our Lead Pastor:  
  1 Peter 5:1-4: “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will         

 receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.”  
 
 
 Jesus’ Word, our Authority:  
 
 
 


