
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Purpose of this Class: 
1. To provide the Biblical framework for why we do what we do as a church. 
2. To grow in our appreciation for what Jesus did in establishing his church. 
3. To help you decide if Summerside is the church you are going to join. 
4. To help new members understand the expectations and responsibilities of membership at 

Summerside. 

What we will be covering: 
THE Church 
• An overview of what the Bible teaches about the church and why it is important 
 
OUR Church 
• How our church may be similar or different from other churches you are familiar with. 
 
MY Church 
• How we as a church work together, and the part you need to play as a member. 
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THE Church 
Reflecting on our perception of “church” 
 Key Question: What does Jesus think about the church? 

 

 Considering those verses, how should I think about the church? 

•  

•  

 If someone asked you the question, “Do you know _______ Church?”, how would you answer?  
• If you knew the church, you would likely say “Yes, they are on ___________ street.” 

Because what do we most often think of when we hear about a church? 
 

How God describes His church: 

1. The Church is the Body of Christ 
 Colossians 1:18 - And he is the head of the body, the 

church… (NIV)  
 
 1 Corinthians 12:12–27 - Just as a body, though one, 

has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. … the body is not made up 
of one part but of many. …But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just 
as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are 
many parts, but one body. …there should be no division in the body, but its parts should have 
equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with it. …Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. (NIV)  

 

Practical examples of what that means today: 
• The body needs to have ______________ and _______________. 

•   

•   

 

 Ephesians 5:25–27 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 
through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. (NIV)  
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2. The Church is the Family of God 
a. We are Spiritually related to one another, and we have one Father 
 Galatians 4:4–7 - God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, 

Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has 
made you also an heir. (NIV)  
 

 Romans 8:14–17  
b. We Need to Care for One Another Like Family 

 

 

 

 

 Galatians 6:10 - Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers. (NIV) 

 

 Romans 14:19 - Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual 
edification. (NIV)  

 

 Matthew 18:15-35 – If your brother or sister sins…(NIV) 
 Who should take the first & second steps in responding to the sins of others? 

 

c. We Have a Responsibility to the Family 
 

 1 Peter 4:10–11 - Each of you should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so 
as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, 
they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all 
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. (NIV)  

 
 1 Corinthians 16:1–2 - Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the 

Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum 
of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have 
to be made. (NIV)  

 
 2 Corinthians 8:1–7 - …since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 

complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving. (NIV)  

 
 2 Corinthians 9:6–11 - Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
(NIV)  

Practical examples of what that means today: 
•  

•   

How many unique “one another” commands are in the New Testament? ________ 
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3. The Church is the Temple of the Holy Spirit 
 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 – … for God’s temple is sacred, and you 

together are that temple (NIV) 
 

 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 – … your bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit (NIV) 

 
 1 Peter 2:5 – …you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (NIV) 
 

 See Romans 12:1 and Hebrews 13:15-16 for a further description of our sacrifices. 
 

Practical examples of what that means today: 
•  

•   

 

4. The Church is The Bride of Christ 
 2 Corinthians 11:2-4- …I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as 

a pure virgin to him. (NIV)  
 

 Ephesians 5:23-32 – …the church submits to Christ …we are members of his body …this is a 
profound mystery – but I am talking about Christ and the church. (NIV)  

 
Practical examples of what that means today: 

•  

•   

5. The Church is a Vine 
 John 15:1-8 – I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 

…remain in me …apart from me you can do nothing … this is to my 
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. (NIV) 
 

 Galatians 5:22-23 – But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. (NIV) 

Practical examples of what that means today: 
•  

•   

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/grapevine
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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6. The Church is a Flock of Sheep  
 John 10:1-18 – I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me…(NIV) 

 
 Acts 20:28 – (to the elders) Keep watch over yourselves and 

all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. 
Be shepherds of the church of God… (NIV) 

 
 See also: 1 Peter 2:25; 1 Peter 5:2-4; Hebrews 13:20 

 
Practical examples of what that means today: 

•  

•   

•   

 

Summary: 
We could define a “local church” as a group of God’s children who are committed to… 

• gathering regularly to worship the triune God and learning from His Word 

• submitting to God’s Word and the elders who provide spiritual oversight 

• displaying their relationship with God through celebrating baptism and the Lord’s Table 

• practicing community (the “one another” commands) and actively seeking to grow together as disciples 

• caring enough to confront sin in each other, and seeking to restore those who are going “astray” 

• generously stewarding our “time, talents, and treasure” for the sake of Christ and his church 

• taking the good news of Jesus to our own community and the ends of the earth 

 

  

So, when we think about “church” we need to think… 

 The church is not just a building, it is a _______________. 

 The church is not just an organization, it is an __________________. 

 The church is not just a congregation, it is a _________________. 
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What do We Believe? 

I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let 
there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose. 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NLT) 

 
When it comes to our beliefs, 

we would agree with the old saying: 

In Essentials...Unity (Ephesians 4:4-6) 
In Non-Essentials...Liberty (Romans 14:1,4,12; 15:7) 

In All Things...Charity (1 Corinthians 13:2) 

 
The Gospel 
 

When we speak about “our faith” we are primarily speaking of a relationship we 
have with God, through his Son, Jesus. Jesus presented himself and what he was 
doing in terms of “good news” that God was bringing to the world. This good 
news became known as “the gospel”. 
 
The gospel is a message to believers and unbelievers alike about the nature of 
God and his work on our behalf. It shows us where to find life - in Christ - and 
gives us the framework to live that life - in Christ. The gospel message was clearly 
stated for us in several passages: Titus 3:3-8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-5; Galatians 
2:20-3:5. 

 
The following statements are conclusions we can draw from the verses that speak of the gospel: 
▪ It is a message - news to be proclaimed: Matthew 24:14; Romans 15:16 
▪ It is for believers - we participate in its work: Romans 1:15; Philippians 1:3-5; 1 Thessalonians 2:8 
▪ It is for unbelievers: 1 Corinthians 1:21; 1 Thessalonians 1:5 
▪ It is the power of God to save and transform: Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:18; 15:2; 2 Corinthians 3:18 
▪ We must have faith for the gospel to affect us; it must be believed: Hebrews 4:2; 1 Corinthians 15:2 
▪ It shows forth the glory of God: 2 Corinthians 4:4 
▪ It creates hope in his children: Colossians 1:23; Romans 5:2 
▪ The gospel was made effective by the work of Christ: Romans 5:1-2; 1 John 2:1-2 
▪ It shows us how live in light of Christ’s work towards us: Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:12-13 

 
The gospel is such a simple, yet huge concept, it is helpful to read several definitions to get the full perspective. Here 
are some of the better ones:  
 

• “The good news of God’s redemption of sinful humanity through the life, death and resurrection of his Son 
Jesus Christ.” (Martin Manser, Dictionary of Bible Themes, 2009) 

 
• “The gospel is the good news that God in Jesus Christ has fulfilled his promises to Israel, and that a way of 

salvation has been opened to all.”  (Robert Mounce, New Bible Dictionary, 1996) 
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• “The idea of propitiation - that is, of averting God’s anger by an offering - runs right through the Bible… 

And a gospel without propitiation at its heart is another gospel than that which Paul preached.” Propitiation 
appears in Romans 3:21-26; Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:1; 4:8-10. (J. I. Packer, Knowing God, 1973) 

 
• “Through the person and work of Jesus Christ, God fully accomplishes salvation for us, rescuing us from 

judgment for sin into fellowship with him, and then restores the creation in which we can enjoy our new life 
together with him forever.” (Tim Keller, http://dailykeller.com/the-one-simple-gospel/) 

 
• “The gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for our sins and rose again, eternally 

triumphant over his enemies, so that there is now no condemnation for those who believe, but only 
everlasting joy.” (John Piper) 

 

 
Our Statement of Faith 
 
Our Statement of Faith clarifies in greater detail what we believe God has revealed to us about him, about us, 
about our world, and what he expects from us as our creator. This statement is the same as the larger Fellowship of 
Churches that we belong to. The following is a paraphrased version of our statement that includes updated 
language and brief explanations of technical points. The actual wording of our statement can be found in our 
constitution, which is available for download from our website: www.summersidechurch.ca 
 
 
As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we affirm the following as a summary of what we believe to be basic truths 
about God and his works.  

Section A — The Bible  

Throughout history God has revealed himself in a variety of ways, and 
God has preserved the substance of this revelation in the Bible. When 
we say "the Bible," we mean the sixty-six books of the Old Testament 
and New Testament. These books were written by divinely chosen 
authors as they were prompted and guarded by the Spirit of God. 
Although those writers were genuine authors and in most cases not 
just secretaries taking dictation, the work of the Spirit was so complete 
that everything written in the biblical books taught the truth without any 
errors.  

Strictly speaking, this inerrancy of the Bible, applies to its books as originally written, but we can be confident that 
we have the original text of the Bible in the copies and translations we possess today because God has preserved 
those writings. In any attempt to define what we ought to believe or how we ought to live, only the Bible can be 
used as a final authority. Traditional interpretations of the Bible and confessions of faith are useful guides, but they 
are always open to correction based on further study of the Bible. Any cooperation with others who profess to be 
Christians must be based on a shared commitment to the unique authority and complete truthfulness of the Bible. 
(Matthew 5:17-18; John 16:12-15; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21)  
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Section B — God  

There is one, and only one, God, who is the creator of this universe. God, who  is a God of love and justice, has 
always existed and will always exist. He is the ultimate authority 
over all persons and things, and he answers to no higher being 
or principle. In biblical terms we affirm that he is "holy," which 
means that he is in every way unique and in a category all his 
own, free from all the limits and imperfections experienced by 
creatures. In both the majesty of his being and the moral purity 
of his nature and action, he is uniquely perfect. Although God is 
one in his being, he exists eternally in three divine persons: the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The idea of the Trinity is a 
mystery beyond our full comprehension, but we are compelled 
by the witness of the Bible to affirm it. (Genesis 1-2; 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Matthew 28:19-20; 2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 

Section C — Christ  

The supreme revelation of God is found in Jesus Christ, the God-Man. The Son of God is a fully divine person of the 
Trinity who has existed eternally In order to save human beings he added to his divinity a full and perfect human 
nature and became Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus was miraculously conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
womb of a Jewish virgin, Mary. He lived a sinless life in obedience to God the Father, and his obedience 
culminated in his death as a payment of the penalty for the disobedience of sinful humans. God vindicated him 
when he raised him bodily from the dead, and he ascended to heaven where he is free from the limits of this world. 
He now intercedes for us who believe in him and preserves us in our relationship with the Father while we await his 
personal return. (Matthew 1:18-23; John 1:1-18; Romans 5-12-19; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8)  

 

Section D — The Holy Spirit  

The Holy Spirit is a fully divine person, not just an impersonal force. The Spirit makes 
the work of Jesus Christ effective in us by convincing us that we have sinned against 
God, that we therefore fail to meet God's standard for human life, that we are 
subject to God's judgment for that reason, and that Christ is the answer to our need. 
Christ gives the Spirit to indwell all those who believe in him, and the Spirit gives to 
believers a new spiritual ability to understand God's Word and live in obedience to 
it. By indwelling us he sets us apart as God's children; he continues to transform us 
into faithful followers of Christ; and he will in the end make us fully like Christ. (John 
7:37-39; 14:16-17; Romans 8.9; 1 Corinthians 12:13)  
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Section E — Satan  

Satan (also called the Devil) exists as an evil, personal, spirit-being who opposes the work of God in the world. 
Although created as a good, angelic being, he originated rebellion against God and continues to use his real but 
limited power to oppose all that would serve the glory of God and the good of humanity. (Genesis 3:1-15; Job 
1:6-12; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; 1 Peter 5:8-9) 

  

Section F — Humanity  

Human beings were created by God to be like him in every 
way. This is necessary in order to be in relationship with him. 
They serve as God's visible representatives in the exercise of 
responsible dominion over the created world. Our first 
parents sinned by disobeying an explicit divine command 
and thus brought ruin on the human race. The Bible describes 
this ruin in terms of "death": spiritual, physical and eternal 
death. Spiritual death involves corruption at the core of our 
being, so that human beings are by nature totally incapable of pleasing God. Physical death is the destiny of all 
humanity. And ultimately eternal death involves permanent separation from God as the destiny of all those who 
refuse to repent and respond to God's offer of grace. (Genesis 1:26-27; 3:1-24; Romans 5:12- 19; Ephesians 2:1-3) 

 

Section G — Salvation  

Although God could have left all human beings in their sin and 
guilt, in love, he freely and graciously chose to deliver us from our 
ruined condition. He provided his eternal Son to become human 
in order to save us. Christ's saving work focused on his death, in 
which he bore the penalty which is justly ours, thus satisfying the 
demands of God's moral law and turning away the wrath of 
God which is poured out on unrepentant sinners. God signified 
his approval of Christ's work by raising him from the dead and 
exalting him as Lord in heaven. On the basis of this work of Christ 
on our behalf, God accepts as perfectly righteous all those who 
trust in Christ who died and rose again. We come to believe in 

Christ because God does a special work of grace to overcome our sinful disposition and draw us to himself. Then 
God continues this work of grace, so that all who have been drawn to faith in Christ will be preserved in faith and 
salvation and will enter into the perfect conditions of eternal life in the age to come. (John 6:35-40; Romans 319-
26; 8:28-30; 1 Peter 1:18- 23)  
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Section H — Future Things  

We believe that Jesus Christ will return personally, bodily, and gloriously, just as he promised and his apostles 
affirmed. In the end, Christ will raise from the dead all who have ever lived, and he will declare God's perfect 
judgment concerning every person. Those who have been saved will live eternally in the perfect, renewedcreation, 
and those who have been unrepentant will exist eternally in the conscious punishment of hell. (Matthew 25:31-46; 
John 5:28-29; 1 Thessalonians 413-18; Revelation 20-22)  

 

Section I — The Church  

The universal church, the community of believers in Christ, is manifested in local churches throughout the world. A 
properly ordered local church is a loving community of persons who have confessed their faith in Christ by being 
immersed in Christian baptism, and who by their baptism have committed themselves to one another as well as to 
Christ. Together they seek to proclaim the gospel of Christ, to build up each other as growing followers of Christ, to 
transmit the Christian faith to succeeding generations, and to worship God as his people called to be a distinct 
society in this world. Each local church is called to acknowledge Christ as Lord and Head of the church and to use 
its divinely given abilities and opportunities to make Christ known in its community. Each church needs to be served 
by two kinds of leaders: some who carry out a ministry of teaching and governing (known in the Bible as elders, 
overseers, or pastors), and some who lead in the practical implementation of ministry (known in the Bible as 
deacons). (Romans 12:3-8; Ephesians 4:1-16; 1 Timothy 3:1-15; 1 Peter 2:9-10) 

 

Section J — Symbols of the Gospel  

Among the things commanded by Christ, there are two visible symbols of 
the gospel, which he instituted for observance by his followers until he 
returns, one as a sign of Christian initiation and the other as a means of 
ongoing nurture. 1. Baptism is the immersion in water of a confessing 
believer, designed to occur at the beginning of Christian experience as the formal means of response to the gospel 
and initiation as a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. The act is a powerful symbol of union with Christ in his death, 

burial, and resurrection, with all that this implies about our death to our old life and our 
spiritual rebirth. (Matthew 28:19-20; Romans 6.3-4) 2. The Lord's Supper is a symbolic 
meal in which believers together partake of bread and wine as a tangible reminder of 
the body and blood of Christ, which were offered up for our salvation. By this act of 
eating and drinking, the whole community of believers proclaims the Lord's death until 
he returns. (Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-34)  

 

 

Section K — The Church and State  

Both church and state have divinely ordained functions to perform in obedience to God, but the two are not to be 
confused. The state is responsible to seek public justice for the good of all, not to give a special status to any 
particular religious community (Matthew 22:21)  
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Section L — Religious Liberty  

Although God calls all people to believe in him and to come to him through Jesus Christ, this profession is to be a 
genuine personal response and not one imposed by civil law. Therefore, every person should have the civil right to 
practice and promote his own beliefs. (Romans 14:11-12)  

 

Section M — Sunday  

We affirm the tradition of the early church, which recognized the special character of the first day of the week, the 
day on which our Lord arose from the dead. Although every day is to be lived for the glory of God in obedience to 
Christ, the first day of the week is in a special sense an appropriate day for corporate worship and service. (Acts 
20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2)  

 

Section N — Civil Government  

Civil government, in its various forms, is designed by God as a means 
to protect the welfare and good order of society as a whole. 
Christians are responsible to pray for those who are given this 
awesome responsibility and to conscientiously obey the laws imposed 
by these governing authorities. However, in view of the fact that Jesus 
Christ is the ultimate Lord of all and the ruler of the earthly authorities, 
laws, which are opposed to the revealed will of Christ, must be 
disobeyed by his followers. This is the exception, not the rule, however, 
and such civil disobedience must occur only as a last resort when it is 
absolutely necessary. (Acts 5:29; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17)  
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What is Baptism? 
 
In the Bible, the expectation for everyone who chose to follow Jesus is that they would demonstrate their 
commitment to him by being baptized. An unbaptized follower of Jesus is the exception. It’s a rare thing. In fact, 
the Bible presents baptism as the way we say “yes” to Jesus’ invitation to follow him.  
 
Baptism is a public declaration that Jesus is Lord, that he has changed your heart, and that you have been born 
again. It’s an act that says, ‘I am declaring that I am a disciple of Christ. He is my Lord!’ 
 

 Do I have to be baptized in water to be a member? 

Yes! Since baptism is a demonstration of our relationship with God, we expect that a follower of Jesus will 
be baptized after they have believed. If you were baptized as an infant, your parents were expecting you 
to follow Christ as an adult. We would encourage you to 
be baptized as an adult to demonstrate you are making 
your choice to be baptized.   

If you were baptized by another mode after you believed 
(like sprinkling or pouring), we would encourage you to seek 
God’s direction for your decision. As members of the 
Fellowship Baptist churches in Canada, we can only accept 
people into membership who have been baptized by 
immersion. This issue is currently being discussed in our 
Fellowship and some are proposing a change to this policy 
but we are following our Fellowship’s current statement. 

 

 When can I get baptized? 

In Acts 2:41, people were baptized as soon as they believed! When we have someone expressing an 
interest in baptism, we usually schedule a baptism for a morning service and then invite others to consider 
participating. We have a worksheet to help you understand the significance of baptism and to prepare you 
for the service. Just let one of the pastors know you are interested, and they will get the process started. 

 

 Can children be baptized? 

Since we believe baptism is for people who believe, we like to make sure our children are old enough to 
believe and understand what it means to follow Jesus. We like to come alongside parents to help them 
work through this question with their children. 

Acts 2:41 - Those who accepted his message were baptized,  
and about three thousand were added to their number that day. (NIV) 
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What is the Lord's Table or Communion? 

Jesus never asked his disciples to remember his birth.  But he did instruct them to remember his death and 
resurrection.  He gave the Church two visible symbols (called 'ordinances') as reminders of his death.  These 
two ordinances are:  Baptism and the Lord's Table.  The Lord's Table is an object lesson that represents a 
great spiritual truth for believers. 

 What is the Lord's Table? (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

On the night before Jesus died, he ate the Passover supper with the disciples. During that supper he 
broke bread, passed it out and told them to eat it, as a symbol 
of his body.  He also took the cup of wine and told them to 
drink it, remembering his blood shed on the cross for their sins. 
The early Christians recognized Jesus was intending for them 
to do this as part of their gatherings as a powerful way to 
remember what Jesus Christ provided for them on the cross. 
This celebration became known as the Lord’s Table, or 
Communion, (because there is a real sense in which we 
celebrate it with Christ). 

 

 Who can participate in the Lord's Table? (1 Corinthians 11:27-30) 

Since Communion is a sharing of the common life we have in Christ, it is designed for followers of 
Jesus. Since it is an act that demonstrates unity as it is shared together, Paul taught the Corinthian 
church to avoid participating if they were not living in unity with God or one another.  In light of those 
instructions, we encourage everyone to examine themselves and decide if they should be 
participating or not. 

 

 When, and how often, do we observe the Lord's Table? 

Jesus never said when or how often believers should observe the 
Lord's Table.  At Summerside, we celebrate the Lord’s Table once a 
month, usually on the second Sunday of the month during the 
morning service. 

 
  

1 Corinthians 11:23–26 - For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, 
on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This 
is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took 
the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. (NIV)  
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What is Membership? 
 

 

Some people question why churches today bother with “membership” when the Bible doesn’t talk much about it. 
Although the idea of membership is not directly commanded, there is good evidence it was practiced in the early 
church and good reasons to practice it today. 
 

1. Biblical Reason:  It identifies who is following. 
▪ When the church first started, they clearly kept a record of who was identifying themselves as followers (see 

Acts 2:41, 47; 1 Timothy 5:9-11).  
▪ The churches had the ability to exclude or discipline people who were living contrary to the gospel (see 1 

Corinthians 5:12) 
 

2. Practical Reason:  It defines who can be counted on. 
▪ It is members who are active in the leadership and decision-making processes in the church.   
▪ It is members who hold offices, approve the budget, vote the leaders to positions, jointly own the assets, etc.   

 

3. Personal Reason:  It helps produce spiritual growth. 
▪ Elders are responsible to “keep watch” over the congregation, and the members are responsible to follow 

their leaders and care for one another. (see 1 Peter 5:1-3; Hebrews 13:17; Galatians 6:2, 10). 
▪ A commitment to the church can be a great incentive for personal accountability and spiritual growth 

 
What is Stewardship? 

In the Bible, a steward was someone responsible to manage someone else’s possessions. The New Testament 
writers followed Jesus example of teaching that if we are disciples, then we are stewards of all that God is sharing 
with us (Psalm 24:1). Our time (Ephesians 5:16-17), abilities (1 Peter 4:10-11), money (1 Timothy 6:17-18) and energy 
(Colossians 1:29), are all gifts from God that we are called to manage for His Kingdom and glory. 
 
At Summerside, we know we all face the temptation to think we are “owners” rather than “stewards”. So, we teach 
and challenge people to be stewards.  But, we don’t tell people specifically how they have to steward God’s gifts.  
 
For example, when it comes to money, the Bible doesn’t tell us how much we should give, but it does tell us to give: 
 

• Generously (1 Timothy 6:17-18; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9) 

• Cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

• Regularly (1 Corinthians 16:2) 

• Sacrificially (Philippians 4:18; Hebrews 13:15-16) 

• Accountably (Romans 14:12) 

Membership is a commitment whereby a follower of Christ submits to a local 
church for the purpose of care, mission, support, and growth. 
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OUR Church 
Our Mission:  

Everyday Disciples who make Disciples Every Day 

 

Our Values: 

We are the people of God, called together by Christ. Every 
member is called to the same mission – to share the gospel 
and make disciples. We are a body of believers and the 
best way to accomplish this mission is to do it together. 

 

As the church, we are part of the family of God and, as 
such, we interact together as a family within our church. We 
love each other with our words and actions. We model a 
healthy family in being known to each other and by being 
deeply embedded in each other’s lives. 

 

We care deeply for those whom God has placed within our 
sphere of influence. This includes the community around the 
church, but it also goes beyond that and enters our own 
daily lives. In our communities, workplaces, and 
relationships, we seek to care, serve, and love those who 
don’t know Christ. People should want to be our neighbour 
and live near us. 

 

We understand the importance of extending the gospel to 
others; however, we also realize that this is something scary 
and, sometimes, unnatural for us. We live with the 
understanding that our boldness and courage comes not 
from ourselves, but from Christ. This means that, by faith, we 
are not afraid to take risks and take chances on people. 
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What Kind of Church Are We? 
Even though we call ourselves Summerside Community Church, we are a Baptist church (We are members of The 
Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in Canada – or the F.E.B.C. – or “The Fellowship”) The denominational 
label may help some people understand what we are not, but since labels can be misleading, we don’t make a 
big deal of it.  
Throughout history, Baptist churches were known by their beliefs such as: 

▪ The final authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16) 

▪ Every believer is a priest before God and can personally enter the presence of God through the work of 
Christ. (1 Peter 2:5-9) 

▪ There are only two ordinances - Baptism and The Lord's Table. (Acts 2:41-47) 

▪ Every individual has the liberty to believe as his own conscience dictates.  A person should not be forced 
against his will to believe anything. (Romans 14:5-12) 

▪ There are two primary leadership roles in the church: pastor (elder, bishop, overseer) and deacon.                 
(1 Tim. 3:1-13) 

▪ The church and state involve two separate spheres of authority and accountability.  Neither one should ever 
attempt to control the other. (Matthew 22:15-22) 

 

How We Relate to Other Churches 

Summerside Community Church is affiliated with the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist 
Churches in Canada (FEBC or commonly just called “The Fellowship” www.fellowship.ca ).  The 
Fellowship consists of over 500 churches across Canada who have banded together to 
better fulfil the Great Commission and to experience mutual encouragement and support. 

 We are in the region of our Fellowship called FebCentral 
(www.febcentral.ca ) which includes the English speaking churches of 
Ontario and Quebec (about 275).  The national and regional offices 
provide a variety of services for churches including: a sending agency for 
missionaries (FebInternational); support for churches in crisis; new church planting; resources for church growth; training 
conferences; networking of pastors and churches; youth ministries; advice on current issues facing churches; co-
ordinating ministry training institutions; etc. 

Locally, we are a part of the L&DA (London & District Association of the Fellowship) which provides networking for 
pastors and ministries.  Every Fellowship church is completely independent.  Since we are a fellowship of churches, there 
is no denominational control or hierarchy.  Each church is self-governing and determines its own affairs.  For example: 
▪ Every Fellowship church chooses its own pastor. 
▪ Every Fellowship church owns its own buildings and assets. 
▪ Every Fellowship church determines its own programs, including which missionaries it supports.  

We also connect with churches in other denominations, locally through the CCNL (Christian Churches Network of London- 
www.ccnl.org ) and nationally through the EFC (Evangelical Fellowship of Canada- www.evangelicalfellowship.ca ) 
 

 

http://www.fellowship.ca/
http://www.febcentral.ca/
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Our Church Structure 
The Bible doesn’t present a detailed structure that churches are expected to follow. Instead, we find two primary 
leadership roles in the churches: Elders and Deacons.  

1. Elders (Pastors/Bishops/Overseers) - 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4 
A.  There are 3 terms used in Scripture referring to the same role (see 1 Peter 5:1-2) 

 Elder emphasizes maturity and dignity. 

 Bishop/Overseer emphasizes superintending and ruling. 

 Pastor emphasizes caring, leading, and protection. 

B. The Bible describes the role of elders as shepherding, by… 

1. Loving the Flock - knowing, counseling, and caring for God’s people 

2. Leading the Flock – encouraging/envisioning/stimulating God’s people forward, empowering them to 
fulfill his purposes in his church and the world 

3. Protecting the Flock - Recognizing dangers that God’s people face and seeking to prepare them for, 
and encouraging them, as they face those dangers. 

4. Feeding the Flock - Providing opportunities for God’s people to come to know him and make him 
known to others through the ministry of God’s word. 

C. The “Board of Elders” or Directing Officers of the Corporation 

1. Summerside is incorporated as a charitable organization. The directing officers of the corporation are the 
non-staff elders. They are chosen by the congregation to serve for a three-year term. 

2. The elders oversee all aspects of the church ministry including the finances. See the constitution for details. 

2. Deacons - 1 Timothy 3:8-13 
A. Elders are responsible to lead the church; deacons are responsible to serve on behalf of the church. 

B. The role of deacons is not described in the Bible, it is just implied. 

▪ The meaning of the word itself (diakonos) means “servant” or “helper”. Since there are no specific job 
descriptions for deacons, each church can assign deacons to whatever role is best for that church. 

▪ We have many people serving as “deacons” even though they aren’t called by that title. 
 
 

Women in Leadership 
Can women serve as leaders at Summerside? Absolutely. We have women serving in many capacities and are excited 
about the incredible ways that God is using our women. We believe that women can do everything in the church that 
men can do, except what scripture prohibits. What this means is that the office of “elder” is reserved for men only as the 
bible teaches in 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus.  
 
This is an area that is often misunderstood or even misrepresented in Christianity. While we affirm that men and women 
are equal in their standing before God and the distribution of gifts, the calling of “elder” is one that God grants only to 
select men. If you want to talk further about this, check with one of our pastors. 
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MY Church 
What is Expected from Me as a Member? 

At Summerside, we never want to ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches.  We only 
expect our members to do what the Bible expects every Christian to do.  We are in the process of 
developing a covenant we can all commit to. In the meantime, here is a summary of some of the 
responsibilities the Bible gives us in relationship to the church. 
 

1. To Protect the Unity of the Church 

▪ By acting in love toward others 

▪ By refusing to gossip 

▪ By following the leaders 

 Romans 15:5; 1 Peter 1:22; Ephesians 4:29; Hebrews 13:17 

2. To Share the Responsibility of the Church 

▪ By praying for its growth 

▪ By reaching out to the lost 

▪ By warmly welcoming those who visit 

 1 Thessalonians 1:2; Luke 14:23; Romans 15:7 

3. To Serve the Ministry of the Church 

▪ By discovering my gifts and talents 

▪ By being equipped to serve 

▪ By developing a servant's heart 

▪ Start by completing the form “Finding My Place to Serve” on our website:  
 www.summersidechurch.ca/next-steps/finding-my-place-to-serve/ 

 1 Peter 4:10; Ephesians 4:11-12; Philippians  2:3-5 

4. To Support the Testimony of the Church 

▪ By attending faithfully 

▪ By living a godly life 

▪ By giving regularly 

 Hebrews 10:25; Philippians 1:27; 1 Corinthians 16:2; Corinthians 8:7  
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What is Church Discipline? 
Summerside practices church discipline. If you are a follower of Christ, this is good news for you.  
 
“Wait. What?” 
 
Church discipline is good news? How does that make sense? 
 

• The church, as we’ve learned is not a social club, a building, or a business. It’s the visible 
representation of the body of Christ – believers who have been gathered together to display 
the glory and holiness of Jesus to the world. When people who claim to be followers of Christ 
live in a way that brings dishonor to the name of Jesus, it has to be addressed. Church 
discipline is not meant for those who are unsaved. Paul explains exactly this in 1 Corinthians 
5:12. 

 
• Imagine a home where there was no discipline. Where the kids could do whatever they want. 

Would that be a healthy place? Not at all. In the same way, a church that simply ignores 
“believers” who are walking in open disobedience is failing to live in submission the Jesus as the 
head of the church. 

 
• Now, church discipline is always done in love – for the betterment and growth of the individual 

and it only comes at the end of a lengthy process in which every attempt has been made to 
see the person restored. It’s never to be used as a weapon or to shame individuals into 
submission. Additionally, church discipline is not meant for people who are simply struggling 
with sin, instead it’s meant for those who have turned towards sin and refuse to repent. It’s not 
for those who are wrestling with sin, it’s for those who have chosen to embrace it fully. 

 
• Part of becoming a member is submitting yourself to a church with an expectation that if you 

wonder from Christ, your brothers and sisters will love you enough to pursue you. That’s what 
church discipline is all about.  

 
What Jesus taught about church discipline: 
 
 Matthew 18:15–17  

• “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to 
you, you have won them over.   

• But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by 
the testimony of two or three witnesses.’   

• If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them 
as you would a pagan or a tax collector. (NIV)) 
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Here is our process of church discipline: 
 
Step 1: Have a Private Conversation 

• In Matthew 18:15 Jesus teaches that we are all responsible to care for one another. If there is a 
problem, speak directly to the individual about it. 

 
Step 2: Take one or two others with you 

• In Matthew 18:16, Jesus continues to explain that if the person responds to your conversation, 
great! If they don’t bring someone else along with you and speak with that person. 

 
Step 3: Involve the elders 

• If the person is still not responding biblically, Matthew 18:17 gives the next step of telling it to 
the church. This would be done by approaching the elders and inviting input and pastoral care.  

 
Step 4: When there is no evidence of repentance… 

• If the individual refuses to repent after several confrontations including the elders, the elders 
prayerfully begin the next step of removing the individual from membership in the church 
(Matthew 18:17). This is always done with patience, love, and lots of prayer. 

 
Step 5: Remove the unrepentant person from membership and Pray that God restores them 

• At a membership meeting, the church is given just enough information to explain why the 
person is being removed from membership. Until they repent, the individual is no longer 
affirmed as a Christian by the church (Matthew 18:17 “pagan” or “tax collector” language). In 
this, the elders continue to pray that God would lead that person to repentance. 

 
Obviously, every situation is unique, so the steps may look slightly different in each case. Our goal is to 
treat each person with the same love, grace, and patience that Jesus treats each of us. At the same 
time, we seek to honour the name and reputation of Jesus and his church. 
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Church Finances 

                        How is Our Money Spent? 
Before the end of our fiscal year (June 30), a budget for the following year is presented by the 

Elders to the membership for their approval.  We operate on the basis of a general unified budget, 
meaning it includes all of our projected ministry needs for the coming year including missions.  The two 
areas not covered by our budget is our Building Fund and our Caring Fund. 

How is The Money Collected? 
An “envelope secretary” assigns a number for individuals or couples and provides them 
with a set of envelopes displaying that number.  Once a person is assigned a number, a 
cheque or cash can be deposited in the envelope and placed in the offering which is 
collected during the worship service.  If the envelope has the correct number on it, the 
person's name does not need to be included on the envelope.  All of the money 
received through the envelopes is deposited to our General Fund unless otherwise 
designated.  
After the service, the tellers record the amount given under the correct number for that Sunday.  At the end of the 
year, the treasurer issues a tax receipt for the total amount received under that number during the year.  The 
treasurer and envelope secretary are the only people who know how much each person has given that year. 
 

Other ways you can give: 

▪ Through an e-Transfer from your account to: giving@summersidechurch.ca 

▪ Through our website: Donations can be securely made through our website by credit card. 

▪ Through Preauthorized Giving: Sign up for an Automatic Monthly Giving Plan if you would like to make regular 
donations from your account. The treasurer can set that up for you. 

▪ Through the Tithe.ly app. This option can be set up by registering at the website: tithe.ly 

 

Do Contributions Affect My Taxes? 
All contributions to registered charities (which include our church) reduce personal income 

tax by a significant amount.  Most people who donate over $200 per year receive about 
33% of their donation back as a tax benefit.  We believe everyone should pay the taxes the 
government requires them to pay, but no more than necessary.  It is wise stewardship to take 
advantage of the legitimate tax breaks offered to you, so that more funds will be available 
to further God's work. 

How Much Should I Give? 
In the Old Testament, under the Law, each person was required to give a tithe (10%) of everything God provided (produce, 

sheep, money, etc.).  These offerings were a recognition that everything was a gift from God.  He wants his people to be stewards 
of what he has given, and to trust him for future provisions.  

In the New Testament, with the Law being fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the tithe is not commanded.  Instead, people are told to 
give generously and cheerfully. Many Christians use the tithe as a starting point in their giving. 

One of the guidelines Paul gives to people trying to decide how much to give, is found in 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, where he says: 
“You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a 
person who gives cheerfully.” And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need 
and plenty left over to share with others.” 
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Summerside Community Church Funds 
As a church we rely completely on the donations of the congregation to support our ministry. We receive no outside funding, 
so we must all do our part to accomplish the work God has entrusted to us. Summerside currently has 4 funds to which donors 
can designate a tax-deductible contribution. 

General Fund 

The most important fund is our General Fund. It is designed to cover our annual expenses as outlined in our budget. The 
budget reflects what we expect it will cost to carry out our plans to tell others about Jesus and help them grow in a relationship 
with him. These expenses are approved by the congregation each year and include things like: staff salaries; support for 
missionaries; day-to-day ministry expenses; building expenses; and the costs of administration. When we are meeting or 
exceeding our budget, we have the resources to fulfill these plans for the year and can think about the next steps we can take 
to accomplish the mission. If you consider Summerside to be your church family, then make supporting your family a 
priority in your giving to the General Fund.  

Caring Fund 

This fund is intended to provide funding for a variety of forms of benevolence.  The fund is overseen by the Elders and 
managed by staff. Any requests for assistance from the fund can be made through staff. 
Examples of benevolence would include, but are not limited to:  

1. The cost of cards and gifts to individuals who need support or encouragement or are celebrating life milestones – 
special anniversaries; new births; memorial donations. 

2. Providing relief to people facing natural disasters around the world 
3. Providing relief for people in poverty in our church, broader community, or around the world. This is primarily for short 

term or emergency assistance for basic living expenses. 
4. Providing subsidies to individuals who cannot afford the cost of ministry events that involve extra fees (such as retreats, 

out of town travel, special events, books and supplies, etc.). 
5. Thank-you gifts for individuals for their service. 
6. Providing food or refreshments for people who are serving over an extended time frame.  
7. Christmas gifts to our missionaries and needy families in our congregation. 
8. Assisting ministries in our city, including supporting new church plants, that are helping address poverty issues in the 

community. 

Building Fund 

Our Building Fund was originally designed for donations to be designated to new construction. Our building project was 
extended over ten years with various parts of the building refurbished as money was available from the Building Fund. As the 
building ages, we recognize the need to continue to provide “renewal” to the building as it undergoes extensive use.  
The guidelines for this fund are as follows: 

1. To expand the building or acquire more property. Any such initiatives will require congregational approval. 
2. To renovate or upgrade our existing facilities, equipment, and furnishings in order to accommodate ministry needs. 
3. To maintain a reserve of $10,000 as an emergency fund, to cover unexpected, necessary expenses, for items not 

included in the current budget (i.e. major equipment failure, like furnace, sound or video equipment; damage to the 
building not covered by insurance; or unexpected structural issues). Expenditures from the reserve must be approved 
by the Elders. 

4. If there is a surplus in this fund, some of the money could be used to reduce our mortgage or bonds, at the Elders’ 
discretion. 

  



 

 

Come Connect Engage

The Discipleship Pathway: A Discipleship Strategy for Summerside 
He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully 

mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me. Colossians 1:28–29 

(NIV) 
 

 

 

 

 

Introducing People  
to Summerside 

 
 
Stepping Stones:  
➢ Visit the Website 
➢ Attend a Service/Event 
➢ Embrace Ministry 

Helping People  
take the next step 

 
 
Stepping Stones:  
➢ Meet new people 
➢ Fill out contact card 

o Newsletter 
o Follow up phone call 

➢ Meet a pastor 
➢ Attend Connections 1 
➢ Join a Community Group 
 

 

Encouraging People to meaningfully 
connect and engage in our mission 

 
 
Stepping Stones:  
➢ Giving and Serving in a 

meaningful way 
➢ Active in a Community Group 
➢ Connections 2 
➢ Be baptized 
➢ Become a member 
 

 

Equipping People  
to actively make disciples 

 
 
Stepping Stones:  
*These are a variety of experiences to 
help people develop their “head”, 
“heart”, and “hands”. 
➢ Active missional engagement 

with your Community Group 
➢ Summerside NEXT 
➢ Formal & informal 

mentoring/discipleship 
➢ Leadership & ministry training 
➢ Age and need specific programs 

and curriculum 
➢ Conferences/Seminars/Classes 
➢ Internships 
➢ Resourcing: Library & online 
➢ Focused Learning Groups 

MAKE A FRIEND MEET A FRIEND DEVELOP FRIENDSHIPS REACH YOUR FRIENDS 

 

Everyday disciples who make disciples every day. 



 

 

What Are the Steps to Membership at Summerside? 

1. Be sure of your relationship with Jesus Christ. 

2. Be baptized if you have not done so already (let one of the Pastors know of your desire so you can 
discuss it further with him) 

3. Complete the Membership Class (you just did it!) and be sure you are in agreement with the Doctrinal 
Statement, Constitution, and general direction of the church.  Discuss any questions or reservations 
you have with one of the pastors or elders. The constitution is available on our website or we can 
provide a printed copy for you. 

4. Express your desire to join the church by completing the application form and one of the elders will 
set up an interview.  If you are intending to join with your spouse, be sure to discuss it with them to be 
sure it is a mutual desire. 

5. You will have an interview with two elders where you will briefly share how you came to know Christ 
and to see if there are any questions or issues that need to be discussed. 

6. When the elders have approved the application, your name will be published in the bulletin for a 
couple of weeks so that the congregation is aware, and if there are any questions or concerns, they 
can express them to the elders. If there are no concerns, the elders will give final approval of the 
membership at one of their meetings. 

7. You will be publicly welcomed into membership at a later date 
 


